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The completion of the new bridge in
December of 2012, the replacement of all
indoor flooring, and repairs made to the
roof and loft area of Motor Mill were the
finishing touches on an immense
restoration project that has been underway
for many years.
There are still plans to replace the roofs
of the icehouse and cooperage, as well as
remove silt that has accumulated in the
basement of the mill after the most recent
flood of 2008. These projects are expected
to be completed this summer.
Though the task continues to fully
restore the mill, a lot of progress has been
made and can be perfectly exhibited by
looking at the site. Stop by for a visit and
tour on any of our tour dates listed here.
Be sure to check out our newly updated
website at motormill.org for more
information regarding the mill site and the
wonderful history surrounding it!

2016 “Stories in Stone”
Tour Schedule
May 14-15

May 28-29

June 11-12

June 25-26

July 9-10

July 23-24

August 6-7

August 20-21

Sept. 3-4

Sept. 17-18

Tours will be given on these
days between the hours of
Noon-5 p.m.
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Living Memories
Les has many wonderful memories from his time
living near the Motor Mill. Like most children, Les enjoyed
running around exploring and causing a little bit of mischief
now and again. He recalls one moment in particular, when
he decided to build a float that would take him sailing down
the Turkey River.

Les Klink
Les Klink from
Communia, IA is personally
connected to Motor Mill.
Les Klink’s grandparents
bought the Motor Mill in
1903. Their names were
Louis L. Klink and Elizabeth
(Wistrick) Klink.
The Klink family used
the mill for farming. After
his grandfather died, Les
and his father farmed all of
the land at Motor Mill as
well as the farm he lives on
now.
His fondest memories
of the Mill are from his
younger years when he
helped with farm work at
the Mill and threshed oats
with his father.
Les is one of the
original members of the
Motor Mill Foundation and
continues to serve on their
board today.

In order to build a good float, Les knew he would
need a decent supply of wood. Since there didn’t happen to
be a pile of wood just lying around, he knew he would have
to get crafty. Les decided to tear up some of the old flooring
inside of the mill.
Once he had his supplies, Les began construction. He
worked tirelessly at pulling up more and more wood for his
float and hauling it back to his home. Unfortunately Les says
that one day his father, “Finally got wise to what I was
doing.”
This quickly put an end to the float that Les had been
building. He recalls coming home one day and running
around to where he had stashed his work. He was shocked
to find that, “The whole thing was gone.” The mystery
remains as to what exactly happened to the float, and Les
never built another one.

Have any of your own memories of Motor that
you want to share? Great!
Please contact the Motor Mill Foundation to
share your story:
Motor Mill Foundation of Clayton County,
29862 Osborne Rd.,
Elkader, Iowa 52043
563-245-1516
cccb@claytoncountyia.gov
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The Town of Motor
Why is it called Motor Mill?

Platted in 1875, Motor was once a thriving
town. There were a total of three investors
who financially supported Motor and built it
up to its most prosperous state.
The main investor, John Thompson
owned half of the town and was the central
visionary of the project. Mr. Thompson also
had a hand in establishing the town of
Elkader, which included building a flourmill
there before the one in Motor.
An article that was published upon the
death of Mr. Thompson tells the shocking
true tale of how Thompson was kidnapped
by a wild gang of railroad workers.
The workers had started to build for the
McGregor, St. Peter’s and Missouri Railroad
Company when their efforts became a
complete failure due to lack of funds.
Desperate for their paychecks, they
abducted Thompson during one of his
routine trips to the town of McGregor
because Thompson had been chosen as the
company’s president. They then held him
hostage until he eventually agreed to pay
their wages.
The article goes on to tell that Thompson
was a very kind and generous man who was
very successful in his many ventures in
building mills as well as provision stores
around the Northeast Iowa region.
The other two investors were J.P.
Dickinson and James O. Crosby who each
held ¼ of the total investment in the town
of Motor. Dickinson was mostly a silent

partner who only provided financial
support. Crosby however, put in a lot of his
own time and effort to lay much of the
foundation for the town of Motor.
Crosby was a self-employed attorney
who made many great strides for the town
including establishing a school, doing the
engineering for the mill, unsuccessfully
applying for the construction of a post
office, and surveying for the town. The
photo above is the official plat of the town
that Crosby himself created.
Crosby kept detailed information
about the town and its constructional
timeline. Several pages of this information
still exist in copies of Crosby’s personal
diary. He regarded the mill highly and
spoke of it kindly by saying, “Beautiful in its
proportions, solid as the rock from which it
was made, the old mill stands in white
relief against the forested hills, a delight to
the eye in its perfection and its picturesque
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Before the completion of the mill
Thompson and Crosby attempted to build a
woolen mill as well. Unfortunately they were
never able to find an investor, and thus a
woolen mill was never built. These hopes for
a woolen mill are the likely reason for the one
flat wall of the flourmill since it would have
likely been built right against that flat wall.
Once the flourmill was finished in the
year of 1869 it became a huge success. Prior
to its existence, the nearest flourmill that
held a similar capacity to that of the Motor
Mill was located in Dubuque. It was a five-day
trip total to make it to Dubuque, wait your
turn in line, and return home. Motor Mill also
boasted its production rates of 1,500 bushels
of wheat per week at 5o cents per bushel.
As the milling business continued to
boom in Motor, other structures were built.
Many of these buildings still stand at the site
today including the icehouse, cooperage, an
inn, and a livery. The icehouse stored ice from
each winter so that it could be used during
the spring and summer months as a way to
refrigerate food. The cooperage was where
wooden barrels were made, which stored
flour that was made at the mill. The inn was
used to house both travelers and workers,
and the livery was used to house horses.

There is still the question of the deeper
meaning behind the name of Motor. Out of all
the endless options for names, why was this
specific name chosen for the town? No
documentation exists to explain this choice,
but an educated assumption can be made.
The Iowa countryside was quite new
during the mid-1800’s. Thompson, Crosby, and
Dickinson were early pioneers of the area who
saw great potential in the Read township site,
where Motor was established. The name
Motor most likely came from the meaning of
the word at the time when the town was
named.
Motor meant something new, exciting,
powerful, and moving. This perfectly
described the dream that the founders shared
for the town. They wanted to establish
something that would withstand the test of
time and still remain a remarkable sight to see
centuries later. The name Motor also
expressed the thriving energy that the town
once had in its beginning.
Sadly this vision was never fully realized.
The mill closed after 14 short years of
operation after a terrible chain of events that
eventually led to the end of wheat farming in
Iowa as a whole.

Meet Our New Summer Intern
Jessica Wegmann is an upcoming junior at the University of
Northern Iowa. She is majoring in Business Marketing with a minor
in Vocal Music Performance.
Born and raised in Elkader, Jessica is very excited to work with
Clayton County Conservation and the Motor Mill Foundation in the
following months to make a positive difference in her own
community.
This summer Jessica will be focused on a number of projects
for the mill including updating the Motor Mill website, creating
interactive ways for children to learn about the milling process, and
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How You Can Help the Motor Mill
Donate

Volunteer

Donations of any amount help to maintain
and enrich the natural beauty of the
Motor Mill site. Your donations allow for
necessary renovations and continuous
maintenance on the site. Recently
completed renovations include new
flooring on the upper floors of the mill,
and new windows for the mill and
cooperage. Any donation is appreciated
and no donation is too small.

There are two different ways to volunteer
with Motor Mill. Volunteers are greatly
needed and appreciated since they are
nothing less than the heart and soul of the
Motor Mill site.

Donations to the Motor Mill Foundation or
the Clayton County Conservation Board
are 100% tax deductible due to their 501c3
status.

Donations may be sent to:
Motor Mill Foundation
or
Clayton County Conservation Board
Address: 29862 Osborne Rd
Elkader, IA 52043

One way to volunteer is to become a tour
guide. Tours are given on weekends twice
a month during the tour season. Before
you become a guide yourself, you will
shadow another guide for at least one full
day of tours in order for you to get
comfortable with the site.
Another way to volunteer is to help with
renovations by serving on the volunteer
work crew. It is impossible to keep
progress moving forward with the mill’s
restoration and interpretation without the
crew’s help. Current projects include
removing the silt from the basement as
well as replacing the roofs on the icehouse
and cooperage. Experience with
construction or a similar area is preferred.
For more information or to become a
volunteer please contact the Clayton
County Conservation Board.

Phone: (563) 245-1516

In this photo you can see members of
the volunteer work crew, John Nikolai
and Steve Beaumont, who were
working to replace the floorboards on
the top floor of the mill just this past
May
Larry Stone
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Our Partner Organizations
Clayton County Conservation Board
The mission of the Clayton County Conservation Board is to
promote the health and general welfare of the people; and to
encourage preservation, conservation, education and recreation
through responsible use and appreciation of our natural resources
and cultural heritage.

Silos and Smokestacks National Heritage Area
Silos & Smokestacks National Heritage Area preserves and tells the
story of American agriculture and its global significance through
partnerships and activities that celebrate the land, people, and
communities of the area.

The Great River Road
The Great River Road National Scenic Byway follows the course of
the Mississippi River for 3,000 miles from northern Minnesota to
the Gulf of Mexico. The scenic route passes through 10 states and
hundreds of river towns. The Great River Road is arguably the
longest and most important scenic byway in America.

Motor Mill Foundation
The mission of the foundation is to protect and preserve the
architectural integrity, history, natural beauty and serenity of the
Motor Mill site and its surroundings and to develop appropriate
uses and interpretation as a regional treasure for the benefit of
future generations.
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